
Paul Thorndike. The section secretaries for the
year are : Medical Section, Dr. H. F. Hewes ; Sur-
gical Section, Dr. F. B.Lund; Obstetrical and
Gynecological Section, Dr. W. II. Grant.

NEW YORK.

Hospital Not Bound to Furnish Its Best
Nurse.— The action brought by Helen D. Ward
against St. Vincent's Hospital, New York, to
recover damages for unskilful treatment at the
hands of an incompetent nurse, which has been
tried twice (the second time resulting in a sub-
stantial award for the plaintiff), was passed upon
again on Nov. 8 by the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court. The complaint alleged that
Miss Ward contracted with the authorities of the
hospital to be furnished with a skilful and expe-
rienced trained nurse, or an experienced profes-
sional nurse, whicli the defendant failed to do.
After an operation, while Miss Ward was still
under the influence of an anesthetic, a nurse se-

lected to attend upon the patient applied to her
leg a rubber bag, containing water heated to such
a degree that serious and permanent injury was

caused. Judgment on the first trial was reversed
because the trial justice misconstrued the action
to be one in tort and not on contract. The Ap-
pellate Division, on an appeal from the judgment
for the plaintiff at the second trial, now orders a

reversal because of errors in the charge to the
jury. After the general charge the defendant
asked the court to instruct the jury that, no matter
what was said by the plaintiff and her sister, Mrs.
Rowland, and by the sisters at St. Vincent's, the
defendant was not bound to assign to the plain-
tiff the best nurse in the hospital, but only a

nurse who was ordinarily well trained and ordi-
narily competent and skilful. On objection by
counsel for the plaintiff, the court refused to

charge as asked by defendant's counsel. Justice
Patterson, for the Appellate Division, says that
this part of the charge was erroneous. "The
defendant," he states, "was entitled to the in-
struction that the defendant was not bound to

assign to the plaintiff the best nurse in its hos-
pital. The testimony of Mrs. Rowland respect-
ing the higher grade of nurse came into the case

only in consequence of it being necessary to
prove the whole conversation, and the defend-
ant's counsel was particularly careful in his ef-
forts to prevent its affecting the minds of the
jurors. It is quite obvious that testimony of the
higher obligation may have been very influential
with the jury in producing the verdict."

Smallpox at Newark, New Jersey.— There
has been a sudden and somewhat alarming in-
crease in cases of smallpox at Newark, N. J., and,
in consequence of the overcrowded condition of

the Isolation Hospital, Health Officer Chandler, on

Nov. 7, made arrangements to have a large tent
erected on the grounds adjoining the hospital, for
the accommodation of convalescent patients. At
that date there were 63 cases in the wards, the
proper capacity of which is less than 50. On the
same clay the Board of Health had a special meet-
ing, and to meet the emergency it was determined
to put up 3 portable buildings at the hospital. In
the evening the Common Council placed at the
disposal of the Health Department the sum of
$20,000 to fight smallpox, and of this amount
$7,000 will be spent for the portable buildings
mentioned.

Dispute over Location of a Nurses' Home.

—

The refusal of the special term of the New
York Supreme Court to grant John Moller an in-
junction restraining the Presbyterian Hospital
from erecting on 71st Street, west of Park Ave-
nue, a building to be used as a home for trained
nurses connected with the hospital, has now been
upheld by the Appellate Division. Mr. Moller
claimed that the property on which it was pro-
posed to build the home was restricted to private
houses. Justice Ingraham, who gives the court's
opinion, reviews the chain of title and finds that
only the property on Park Avenue is restricted
to private dwellings. The property in question
is free from incumbrances, except a covenant
against nuisances. Justice Ingraham says : " The
building that is to be erected by the defendant
upon this property is to be used as a residence
for the nurses engaged in hospital work, and
there is nothing to justify the conclusion that a

building so used would be any more obnoxious to
the neighboring inhabitants than a building used
for any other class of persons. ... It cannot, be
disputed that an ordinary apartment house or a

properly conducted hotel would not be within
this covenant. Nothing appears to justify an in-
ference that this use of the property would be
any more objectionable than that of an apart-
ment house or a hotel."

Obituary.
J. M. RICE, M.D.

Dr. J. M. Kick died in Worcester, Nov. 11, at the
age of 74 years. He was born in Milford, N. Y., took
his degree in medicine at Castleton, Vt., in 1853, stud-
ied abroad a year, and settled in Worcester in 1854.
He went out as surgeon of the Twenty-fifth .Massachu-
setts Volunteers in 1861, and served through the war
as regimental, brigade and division surgeon, medical
director of the Eighteenth Corps upon the staff of Gen.
W. F.. Smith, and as medical inspector of the Army of
the James. He was a prisoner in Libby, but was sub-
sequently exchanged. He wasa member of the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society, Worcester District Medical
Society, Massachusetts Lego-Medical Society, Ameri-
can Medical Society of Paris, Eoyal Geographical Soci-
ety of London. He was coroner and medical examiner
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of Worcester district for 33 years, and chairman of the
board of pension examiners for the Worcester district.

Correspondence.
[From our Special Washington Correspondent.]

REOPENING OFTHEARMYMEDICALSCHOOL
IN WASHINGTON, D. C.

Washington, Nov. 10, 1901.
Mb, Editor: The sixth annual session of the Army

Medical School began on Nov. 4, 24 young medical of-
ficers having been ordered up for instruction. The
curriculum is planned to supplement the usual course
of instruction giveu iii the medical colleges, and ren-

der the surgeon, fresh from civil life, better fitted to
scope with the conditions peculiar to the military
service. The members of the faculty, together with
their subjects, are as follows: Col. Charles Smart, As-
sistant Surgeon-General, Professor of Military Hygiene
and Sanitary Chemistry; Col. Calvin DeWitt, Assistant
Surgeon-General, Professor of Military Medicine; Maj.
John Van R. Hoff, Surgeon, Professor of the Duties of
Medical Officers in War and Peace; Maj. Walter Reed,
Surgeon, Professor of Pathology and Clinical Micros-
copy; Maj. L. A. La Garde, Surgeon, Professor of
the Results of Gunshot Injuries; Maj. W. C. Borden,
Surgeon, Professor of Military Surgery; Capt. F. P.
Reynolds, Assistant Surgeon, Instructor in First Aid
and Hospital Corps Drill; Capt. E. L. Munson, As-
sistant Surgeon, Assistant Professor of Military Hy-
giene. The names of the faculty are well known to
the profession, and several of them also hold professor-
ships in civilian medical colleges. A course of aux-
iliary lectures will also be given the student officers
by Gen. George P. Davis, Judge-Advocate General,
U. S. Army, on "Military Law " ; by Prof. C. W. Stiles,
Department of Agriculture, on "Parasites in Man";
and by Dr. Robert Fletcher, F.R.C.S. England, on " The
Army Medical Library."

The order of duties, daily except Saturdays, Sun-
days and holidays, includes instruction in the patho-
logical laboratory, 9 a.m. to 12 M. ; instruction in the
chemical laboratory, 1 r.M. to 2.50 p.m. ; and a lecture
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. on one of the subjects mentioned
above. The hours for instruction in operative surgery
and optometry, and for the auxiliary lectures, have not
as yet been announced. On Saturdays the class of stu-
dent officers is instructed at the Army General Hospi-
tal, Washington Barracks, D. C, from 9 to 11.30 a.m.,
in hospital corps drill, first aid and horsemanship. In
its character and scope the instruction given is similar
to that given to medical officers of the British army at
Netley, and to those of the French army at Val-de-
Grace. The instruction is continued over a period of 5
months, after whicli the graduates are sent out into
active service with troops.

The location of the school at the Army Medical Mu-
seum in Washington, D. C.,is very fortunate, since the
extensive laboratories maintained in connection with
that institution are available for use in the work of in-
struction, while the resources of the Army Medical
Museum and Library, with its vast collection of books
and specimens, enables the study of military medicine,
surgery and hygiene to be carried on to the best advan-
tage. At the same time, the presence of the company
of instruction of the Hospital Corps at Washington
Barracks, and the General Hospital at that station,
enables the student officers to familiarize themselves
with hospital corjis drill, the handling of enlisted men,
and the methods of military hospital service adminis-
tration.

The establishment and operation of the school is one
of the many advances which have been made under
the administration of Surgeon-General Sternberg, and
it is much to be hoped that the sessions of the school
—

interrupted for several years by the exigencies of
the war with Spain and in the Philippines

—

maybe
continued annually in the future. *#*

METEOROLOGICAL RECORD
For the week ending Nov. 2, in Boston, according to

observations furnished by Sergeant J. W. Smith of the
United States Signal Corps:

Ra-
roln
eter

Ther-
mometer.

Relative
humidity.

30.15! 57
30.53 44
30.C1
30.42
30.24
30.08
30.14

Direction
of win:l.

fi_l
65
82
«c
so
78
84
74

Velocity
of \V!ll(i.

S W
N

N W
W

S w
S w

w

N
S E

S
S w
S w
w
N

00 43 78

*0., cloudy; C, clear; F., fair; G., fog; H., hazy; S., smoky; R.,
rain; T., threatening; N., snow, t Indicates trace of rainfall.
$3T~ Mean for week.

RECORD OF MORTALITY
For the Week endino Saturday, Nov. 2; 1901.
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IS. 75
14.28

14.30
10.00

.96

1.12
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1.69
2.50
2.50
2.63

10.00
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Deaths reported 2,411; under five years of age, (ii)2; prin-cipal infectious diseases (smallpox, measles, scarlet fever,cerebrospinal meningitis, diphtheria and croup, diarrheal
diseases, whooping cough, erysipelas, fevers and consump-
tion; 584, acute lung diseases 2t>3, consumption 285, scarlet
fever 20, erysipelas 4, typhoid fever 47, whooping cough 9,cerebrospinal meningitis 9, smallpox 18, measles 8, diar-
rheal diseases 108.

From whooping cough, New York 6, Philadelphia, Balti-
more, Pittsburg 1 each. From cerebrospinal meningitis,
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